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SUBJ: GHANA REFERENDUM 

REF: ACCRA 2453 

1. AS OF MORNING APRIL I, GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED PRESS IS 
CLAIMING VICTORY POR HEAD OF STATE ACHEAMPONG'S UNION 
GOVERNMENT PROPOSAL BY A MARGIN OP JUST OVER 54 

PER CENT OP 1,756,354 TOTAL VOTES COUNTED THUS FAR. 

APPROXIMATELY A DOZEN CONSTITUENCIES HAVE YET TO BE HEARD 
PROM, BUT THEY ARE SMALLER RURAL DISTRICTS WHOSE VOTES 
ARE NOT LIKELY TO CHANGE OUTCOME. VOTING HAS BEEN 
GENERALLY QUIET AND ORDERLY THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. 

2. WE SHOULD TREAT THESE PIGURES WITH SOME SUSPICION, 
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HOWEVER, POR SOME OPPOSITION ELEMENTS ARE, AS WE 
EXPECTED, ALREADY CRYING FOUR AND CLAIMING REFERENDUM 
WAS RIGGED. PART OF SUSPICI N DERIVES PROM PACT THAT THE 
RESPECTED ELECTORAL COMMISSIONER, MR. JUSTICE I.K. 

ABBAN, REPORTEDLY WENT INTO HIDING AFTER A CONPRONTATION 
WITH MILITARY AUTHORITIES ON MARCH 30. EXACT DETAILS ARE 
NOT YET CLEAR, BUT OPPOSITION IS SEIZING UPON 
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ABBAN'S DISAVPEARANCE AS FURTHER EVIDENCE THAT ACHEAMPONG 
HAS SOMEHOW DOCTORED RESULTS TO ENSURE A MAJORITY EOR 
UNION GOVERNMENT. ACCORDING TO GOG'S OWN TALLIES, AS 
CARRIED IN APRIL I PRESS, EASTERN REGION, BRONG-AHAFRO 
REGION AND ASHANTI REGION (ACHEAMPONG'S OWN HOME AREA), 

ALL VOTED HEAVILY AGAINST UNION GOVERNMENT. OTHER SIX 
REGIONS SUPPORTED IT. PROVIDING THE DIEEERENCE NECESSARY 
EOR A MAJORITY IN EAVOR OE IT. 

3. IN ABSENCE OE ABBAN, IT IS NOT YESSCLEAR HOW OR 
WHEN OEEICIAL RESULTS CAN BE CERTIFIED, AND UNCERTAINTY 
MAY EXTEND INTO NEXT WEEK. ACCRA IS QUIET, BUT 
OPPOSITION ELEMENTS ARE SEETHING AND POTENTIAL FOR SOME 
CLASHES OR DISTURBANCES IS VERY MUCH PRESENT. 

4. IN LIGHT OE CURRENT CONEUSING SITUATION AND IN 
ABSENCE OE OEFICIAL AND CERTIEIED RESULTS, BELIEVE WE 
SHOULD WAIT UNTIL DUST SETTLE EURTHER BEEORE MAKING 
ANY JUDGMENTS ABOUT VALIDITY OR EAIRNESS OE REFERENDUM. 

SIZABLE "NO ' VOTE AGAINST UNION GOVERNMENT ALREADY ACKNOWLEDGED 
BY GOG MUST BE A SERIOUS BLOW TO ACHEAMPONG, WHO BADLY 
WANTED A MASSIVE "YES" VOTE. SMITH 
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